THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
Margaret and civilization; Edward I and ages of
hatred; Chaucer to a few; the Auld Alliance with
France; the establishment of the Reformation;
peace under Cromwell; the defeat at Darien;
military service and high command in the great
armies of England; freedom to live and to trade
overseas; opportunities of wealth; a slow emascula-
tion; a share in Britannic power and prestige; the
invasion of English standards of politeness; the
culture, and physical culture, of the English public
schools; and the Shorter Catechism.
The Catechism consists of a hundred and seven
questions and the same number of answers. It was
approved by a General Assembly, sitting in Edinburgh
in 1648, as an instrument of uniformity in the Kirk,
and appointed * to be a directory for catechizing
such as are of weaker capacity.' Generation after
generation of children was compelled to learn the
Catechism by heart. It was not a cheerful view of
life that it presented:
QUESTION 16, Did all mankind fall in Adams first
transgression ?
ANSWER. The covenant being made with Adam,
not only for himself, but for his posterity; all mankind,
descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned
in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression.
71